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Ariel Borealis #1 
*  DESIGNED, PIECED & QUILTED BY: Caryl Bryer Fallert 
*  DATE:   1985 
*  SIZE:   24" high x 24" wide (61cm x 61 cm) 
*  COLORS: Purple, navy, black, rust, teal 
*  MATERIALS: fabric: 100% cotton / batting: 100% polyester 
*  TECHNIQUES:  hand dyed, machine pieced, hand quilted, beaded 
*  IDENTIFYING MARKS:   Signature & label 
*  OWNER: Estate of Louise Townsend 
*  PHOTO: Caryl Bryer Fallert  

Design Concept & Process: 

The inspiration for this design came from seeing several spectacular displays of the Aurora Borealis from an airplane at 
night at 39,000 feet altitude. There is always a curved black shadow above the horizon, caused by the shadow of the curve 
of the earth between the North Pole, which reflects the lights and the latitudes of the United States. The colors in the quilt 
were created by discharging dye from black fabric in an even gradation, then overdying by hand with fiber reactive dyes. 
Tiny iridescent beads are sewn into every other quilting stitch on the earth part of the quilt to represent the lights that can 
be seen on the ground when flying on a clear night. The design grew out of a couple of maquettes made in 1983 from 
colored paper. This was the first quilt in which I used string piecing extensively and the first in which I did a full size 
drawing on paper, which was cut up to form the templates for string piecing with strips cut from hand-dyed gradations. 

Exhibitions: 
*  Prairie Heritage Quilt Show, 1985, Sun Prairie, WI 
*  Northwest Suburban Quilters Guild Show, 1985, Rolling Meadows, IL 
*  Quilting New Directions, 1985, Stevens Point WI (FIRST PLACE & 

ORIGINALITY AWARD) 
*  Fiber Celebrated, Intermountain Weavers Conference, Albuquerque, NM 
*  A Quilt Celebration, 1985, San Jose, CA (FIRST PLACE) 
*  The American Gallery of Quilt and Textile Art, 1985, Gig Harbor, WA (solo 

exhibition) 
*  The Monroe Gallery, 1986, Chicago, IL (solo exhibition) 
*  Vahki Exhibit, Galeria Mese, 1986, Mesa, AZ 

Publications: 
*  Quilters Newsletter Magazine, January 1986
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