
Preparing your work for art shows

ÅFinishing your work
ÅHanging
ÅFinding shows to enter
ÅShipping & Returns
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Finishing your work

Work that is flat and perfectly rectangular or square is 
easiest to hang. If your work is not square, then blocking 
ƛǘ Ŧƭŀǘ ǎƻ ƛǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ǿŀŦŦƭŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǿŀƭƭ ƛǎ ǳǎǳŀƭƭȅ ŘŜǎƛǊŀōƭŜΦ 

.ŀǊōŀǊŀ wŀƳǎŜȅ ω {ȅƴŎƻǇŀǘŜŘ CǊŀŎǘŀƭǎ

aƛŎƘŜƭƭŜ WƻƘƴǎƻƴ ω !ǳǘǳƳƴŀƭ

Mary Tyler ω bƛƎƘǘ ƛƴǘƻ 5ŀȅ 
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When I finish a quilting 
one of my pieces, it is 
usually a little distorted 
around the edges.

I block it flat by 
steaming it from the 
back with a steam iron 
on my big ironing board 
or on a level pile rug.

And square it up on my 
giant gridded rotary 
cutting mats.

Copyright © 2022 Caryl Bryer Fallert-DŜƴǘǊȅ ω ǿǿǿΦōǊȅŜǊǇŀǘŎƘΦŎƻƳ



¸ƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ōǳȅ ǊƻǘŀǊȅ Ƴŀǘǎ ǳǇ ǘƻ слέ Ȅ мнлέ ŦǊƻƳ Quilters Rule
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https://quiltersrule.com/ProductThumbs.php?category=2&tier=retail
https://quiltersrule.com/ProductThumbs.php?category=2&tier=retail


I use aluminum bars that are available at almost every hardware 
store. I align the aluminum bars with the lines on the gridded mat.
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Once the aluminum bar is lined up with the grid on the mat, I 
kneel on one end to keep it from scooting around and square it up 
with a rotary cutter. On a larger quilt I may be cutting off up to an 
inch from some of the corners.
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Once my quilts are squared 
up, I finish them with a 
binding. This is certainly not 
the only way to finish a quilt, 
just my personal preference.

If you are interested in my 
method for making a machine 
stitched binding, I have free 
instructions on the ARTICLES 
page on my web site. 
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https://bryerpatch.com/faq/faq.htm


I sew the hanging sleeve right 
into the top binding and then 
hand stitch it along the 
bottom, folded edge.

Almost every show in the 
ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜǎ ŀ пέ ǎƭŜŜǾŜ 
these days, so I cut the strip 
for the sleeve 8+ inches wide 
ǎƻ ƛǘ ŦƛƴƛǎƘŜǎ ǘƻ пέΦ 
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!ƴƻǘƘŜǊ ƻŦ Ƴȅ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭ ǇǊŜŦŜǊŜƴŎŜǎ ƛǎ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ōƻǘǘƻƳ ǎƭŜŜǾŜΦ L ǳǎŜ мκуέ Ȅ  ѹέ ŀƭǳƳƛƴǳƳ ōŀǊǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ōƻǘǘƻƳΦ 
¢Ƙƛǎ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ŀŘŘ ƳǳŎƘ ǿŜƛƎƘǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ōƻǘǘƻƳΣ Ƨǳǎǘ ƪŜŜǇǎ ƛǘ ǎǘǊŀƛƎƘǘ ŀŎǊƻǎǎΦ 
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I stitch a label onto my top sleeve before it is attached to the quilt. I finish the edge with a 2mm satin stitch. I used to make my labels 
square but making the satin stitch look neat in the corners was a fussy business, so finally I started rounding the ends of the labels, 
and that is much easier. I design the labels in Corel Draw and print them on my laser printer. I try to find a background color that 
coordinates with the color of the sleeve. The label includes the title, size, date, materials, techniques, and my contact information. 

Copyright © 2022 Caryl Bryer Fallert-DŜƴǘǊȅ ω ǿǿǿΦōǊȅŜǊǇŀǘŎƘΦŎƻƳ



Some people want to make quilts and other fiber art that are not perfectly square.  This makes hanging a little more challenging.

Generally, if a piece looks like 
it was meant to be square and 
ƛǎƴΩǘΣ ƛǘ ƭƻƻƪǎ ƭƛƪŜ ŀ ƳƛǎǘŀƪŜΦ LŦ 
you make irregularly shaped 
ǇƛŜŎŜǎΣ ƛǘΩǎ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ ƛŘŜŀ ǘƻ 
make them look like they were 
never meant to be square. 

Most fiber shows want a 
hanging sleeve on the back of 
pieces that are not framed. 
The hanging sleeve needs to 
be straight across and near the 
top. 

In order to prevent uneven 
edges from flopping over, you 
may need to add some 
interfacing or other stiffener 
to the edges before adding the 
backing and binding or facing. 
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In this quilt I use 
heavy Pellon
interfacing in the parts 
that stick out.

I finished this quilt 
with a binding, but 
that was very difficult, 
so if I were to do it 
again, I would use a 
facing instead.
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hƴ ά{ƛǘǘƛƴƎ 
tǊŜǘǘȅέ ōȅ {ǳŜ 
Nylander,  the 
edges are 
finished with a 
zigzag stitch 
over cording .
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