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WHY PAPER PIECE?

EASIER

FASTER

MORE PRECISE
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Designs that are easier to piece on paper
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Designs that are easier to piece on paper
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Designs that are easier to piece on paper

FLYING GEESE SPIKES STRIPES FLOATY THINGS TRANSPARENCY
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The second quilt book | ever bought (in 1982)
was Jinny Beyer's Quilters Album of Blocks
and Borders, an encyclopedia of traditional
blocks. In it were pages and pages of blocks

o D S with geometric shapes contained within
“9@15 THE (78> S circles or quarter-circle arcs.

0 A A AN N A

NG RO TS Y

TNGCTNG T

QUILTER’S
ALBUM
BLOCKS

&

BORDERS

S A R *’Ié‘(g') q’\@' S
taa

5 1 L v ST, 1 N ) Y R e L S Mo S0 0

A
=
-

&

T
=
1
é
o
%

) { A A A A A A
WO W N TN TN N

AN

' N

MORE THAN 750 GEOMETRIC DESICNS
ILLUSTRATED AND CATEGORIZED FOR EASY
[DENTIFICATION ANLD DRAFUING

JINNY BEYER

ILLUSTRATIONS BY JINNY BEYER ANT? DAN RAM:
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All of these traditional blocks
are based on a square...
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or a group of squares...
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and a circle...
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or a set of concentric circles.
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The lines that divide the circles
radiate out from the center of
the block...
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and divide the arcs between
the circles into equal
segments...
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Triangles of various sizes
and shapes...
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are drawn in the segments.
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To draw these
patterns you can
fold paper to
make equal
divisions of
space.




This is like making the
paper dolls or
snowflakes most of
us made as children.
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You can also draft the patterns using a
compass and basic high school geometry.
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or you can just buy a pattern.
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On the other hand, when
you have an irregularly
shaped curved template,
each segment will be a
slightly different size and
shape. You will need to
use some right-brain math
to create segments that
flow gracefully along the
curve.
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This is a flexible curve and it is a very handy tool for drawing beautiful, graceful curves. You can adjust
it to any shape, and it will stay in that shape until your re-adjust it. It lets you see ahead of time if you
like the lines your are about to draw. You can buy a flexible curve at an art supply store, blueprint shop,
or college book store. Some office supply stores and quilt shops also carry them.
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You can have fun arranging the curve...

ight © 2008 Caryl Bryer Fallert / Bryerpatch Studio * wwwbryerpatch.com



and trying different shapes.
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As you gain experience with
drawing curved designs for
paper piecing, you will find that
some shapes lend themselves
to paper pieced designs better
than others.
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Let's start with something simple. Arrange your
flexible curve into a graceful compound curve
(S curve with a concave end and a convex end).
When you are satisfied with the shape, draw
along the edge with pencil.
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Always use pencil while drawing your designs.
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These are pencils, ...

rbryerpatch.com



and these are NOT pencils.
We will use them later but NOT
NOW, ...
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ALWAYS use pencil first...
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The editor is your friend
and you will need to keep
it close by while you are
creating your drawings.
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Slide your flexible curve away from the first pencil line. :The
shape between the flexible curve and the first line will become
your template. It can look awkward if the shape of the curve

remains the same...
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so adjust the shape...
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along the length of the line... y
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until the space between the curve and the pencil line...
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is beautiful and graceful.
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Notice that making the space between the lines wider on one end
than on the other gives the shape between the lines a sense of
movement and depth that two parallel lines would not have.
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Draw along the edge of the flexible curve again.
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This will be the template in which you will draw flying geese or
spikes or stripes...
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but first you will need to divide the
template into segments.
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In this template, all of our lines are
parallel to the edge of the paper...




and the geese look

a little strained as
they try to fly
around the curve.
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They fly much more gracefully when
the lines are more or less
perpendicular to the edge of the
template. Since the curved lines are
not parallel the dividing lines will
probably not be at an exact 90 degree
angle.
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In this template, all of
the segments are

exactly the same width.

As the curved lines get
closer together, the
geese begin to look
distorted.
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In this template the straight lines get closer together as
the curved lines get closer together, so all of our
segments will have more or less the same proportions.

,"’/
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You will also notice that none of the
lines are parallel to the edge of the
paper or parallel to each other.

,"’/
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They fan out as they flow around the curve.

,"’/
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At this point the ruler is almost to
perpendicular to the edges of the
curved template.

(close to a 90° angle)

,"’/
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However, if we continue
fanning our lines in the
same direction...




the angles get much
steeper...

,//
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until the last lines doesn't
even cross the top curve.




and our geese are looking
very distorted.
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In this case the straight
lines are fanned out in two
different directions along
the convex and concave
curves and most of our
segments look good as they
flow around the second
curve.

We do have a
problem though.
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In the center where the direction of the angles changes
we are left with a very awkward looking segment that
stops your eye and breaks the visual flow.
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This is a job for the editor.
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Once the offending line has
been erased...
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measure half way between the
previous line and the next line...
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and make a
couple of dots.
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Then
connect the
dots.
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Sometime after one
segment is fixed, the next
one may look a little off
kilter.
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Just erase the line that
looks like it's leaning...
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and fix it in the same way.
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Now all of the segments
look like they belong
together, even though each
is a slightly different size
and shape...
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and whatever we draw between
the line will also flow gracefully.
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If there is going to be a problem area,
it is usually in this transition area
between the convex and concave
curves.

You can usually avoid erasing if you
remember to make some parallel
straight lines in this area.
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On some curves you can only fitin
two parallel straight lines before
they start to look awkward.

If you can fit in more, just keep
adding them until the outside lines
of the template start to curve in the
opposite direction.
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Extend your last parallel line out into
the adjoining template.
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