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The "luminous" glow you have

admired in many of Caryl Bryer
Fallert’s award winning quilts is
achieved by using gradations of
color and "value" (light to dark).
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\ ' For many years she has also sold her
\ hand dyed gradations so you can put

\ . that same "glow" into your own quilts.

Copyright © 2006 Caryl Bryer Fallert ! Bryerpa udP Inc. * www . bryerpatch.com |M




|

|

Caryl’s first two lines of fabric for Benartex were based on her multi-colored, painted fabrics.
\ |
\ |
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In 2006, Caryl designed a third
line of fabric for Benartex
called “Gradations.” These
fabrics will give you the same
light-to-dark and color-to-color
gradations as her hand dyed
fabrics.
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In 1986, Caryl invented “High Tech Tucks” as a way to use
her hand dyed gradations. She made over 300 High Tech |
Tucks quilts, and still enjoys experimenting with this fun and
easy technique. To learn more about how she developed

this technique, and see many of her High Tech Tucks quilts,
go to the Gallery chapter, which you will find at the end of
this workshop, or click on "Gallery" in the menu.
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In the High Tech Tucks quilts,
half-inch, three-dimensional tucks
are pieced into a patterned background.




Each tuck is constructed from fabrics in two different

colors. The tucks are spaced at one inch intervals across
the quilt, and they are twisted to reveal the colors on both
sides. The background fabric can be seen in the spaces
between the tucks.
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On at least one side of
the tucks, a gradation
of color and value
flows from one tuck to
the next across the
surface of the quilt.
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Here oranges, in a
gradation from yellow to
fuschia, flow across the
left sides of the tucks.
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In many of Caryl’s quilts, a
second gradation is added to
the opposite sides of the tucks.
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Here the right sides of the
tucks are a gradation of
greens from yellow to deep
cobalt blue.
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The color and value gradations,
and the twisting of the tucks from
side to side, create the illusion of
movement and light across the
surface of the quilt.
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Because different color
gradations are used on the
right and left sides of the
three-dimensional tucks, the
quilts look different when
viewed from an angle.

This is the left side view.




This is the right side view.
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Caryl likes to call the quilts in
this series "viewer participation
art," because you, (the viewer)
can change the appearance of
the quilt by changing your
position.

It’s kind of like life. How it looks
often depends upon your point
of view.




In this digital workshop,
we will keep it simple
and make one side of
the tucks solid black.

After making this small
sample you will
understand how the
technique works, and
you will be able to have
fun experimenting with
your own colors and
fabrics.

Enjoy!
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For this project, you
will need a dependable
sewing machine that
will sew through
several layers of fabric.
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If you have a walking foot or "even-feed" foot for your
machine, this is a good time to use it. You will be sewing
long strips, and many layers. This foot will help feed your
top layers at the same speed as the bottom layers, and your
strips will come out even on both ends.
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You will need a steam iron.
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Later in the project you will
need masking tape and a
white marking pencil




1 ] } Here ari the fabrics you will need.
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_ " |+ One yard f a very Iarg, hih contrast print to be used as a
R == | background for your tucks. In this workshop we are using Benartex
et o-v '-*- -ﬁ" -"'!Q' s o .
: A Glacier Park Splash, #335-46. You may substitute your favorite
e e .u_.- - = - print. Even animal prints will work well as the background for your
! tucks.

_T e 2
7'— E l_i_l Be sure you get a full yard and that it is cut straight. If you will be
F '7‘ -r ‘r" washing the fabric before you use it, you may want to get a few
extra inches. You can also make the quilt with one less tuck.




* One yard of fabric from the
Benartex "Gradations"
collection (style # 2046)
by Caryl Bryer Fallert.

[ -1 _T 7‘_ i E ‘j _.l Hand dyed gradations
_F | ¥ (available at www.bryerpatch.com)
T can be substituted.




* One yard of fabric from the
Benartex "Essential Gradations"
collection (style # 2046)
by Caryl Bryer Fallert

[ -1 _T 7‘_ B l f ‘j _.l Hand dyed gradations or other
_;‘_ _t‘ _'_. ombre fabrics can be substituted.
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You may substitute other colors from the Gradations collection
if you prefer a more limited palette. You may want to choose a different color to match
your background fabric or your decor. There are many different combinations of color to

choose from. If these fabrics are not available, you can substitute other ombre fabrics or
hand dyed gradations.

T Gradations

by Caryl ‘l\irye'r Fallert for Benartex
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Here are some of Caryl's coordinating background fabrics in the Glacier
Park Splash collection and the Aurora Borealis Collection from Benartex.
You can substitute any large, high-contrast print or painted fabric.
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For example, Amethyst Aurora from the
Aurora Borealis Collection and

Fuschia Orange from the

Gradations Collection look great together.

Go forward to see the result.

MENU
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cotton batting
25” x 30”

| E- H -“—i--a"*'?

- ' » Cotton batting: at least 25" x 30".
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Quilters Grid”

Quilters Grid "’
" Quilters Grid"

This is a light weight fusible interfacing with a grid of 1" squares.

If you are unable to find this product, you can draw your own vertical lines 1" apart on any
interfacing or stabilizer. Use a rotary mat with a grid and line up your ruler with the grid to get
perfectly spaced lines. If your stabilizer is not fusible, temporary fabric adhesive can be used.

Pellon quilters
grid (1” squares)
18" x 28"

ch Studio + www bryerpach.com IMENU



Pellon qwlters
grid (1”7 squares)
cotton batting [18” x 28"
25” x 30” ‘
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Here's the whole list of fabrics:
m ‘_‘ s 1 ‘/ 1 "'i. e A « One yard of a very large, high contrast print.
A A R P * One yard "gradations" fabric.

* 3/4 yard solid black fabric.

| =o ouf 1 _l « Cotton batting: 28" x 30".
| v - ..,.. « Pellon Quilters Grid: 18" x 28"



http://www.bryerpatch.com/faq/HighTechTucks/HighTechTucksPrintable.pdf
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Cut in half from selvedge to selvedge. If your fabric is not absolutely
straight, be sure that one of your halves measures 18” all the way across.
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Remove the selvedge from the blue/green edge, and then cut twenty-
three 1.5” x 18” strips. These strips will form the colorful sides of
your tucks. Be sure to keep them in the order in which they are cut.

| Begin cutting on the
il blue/green end, so the
lightest yellow ends up
‘ near the middle of
. your tucks.

1 2 3456 7 8 91011121314151617181920212223

selvedge edge
..A

From the other half of
your Rainbow fabric,
cut four 2” strips for
binding and one 8” strip
for a hanging sleeve.

IMENU
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. e SR g ~ stripsfortucks

These will be set aside for now and
used later when you finish your quilt.

2” 2”
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Be sure to remove the selvedge edge before you start cutting strips.
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For the straightest and
most accurate cuts:

» Make sure the edge of your fabric
is lined up exactly with one of the
lines on your gridded cutting mat.

» Use a ruler thatis longer than 18”
so you can align it with grid lines
that run under the fabric.

» Line up the %2” mark on your ruler
with aline 2" from the edge.

» Cutalong the edge of the ruler
with a sharp rotary blade.

» TIP: To hold the ruler steady while
making long strait cuts, try putting
your rotary mat on the floor. Kneel
on one end of the ruler while _ ‘
holding the other end with your HH ¢ tii!«;;w'rkht ol
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Start cuttmg atthe bluelgree 'end so the IlgHtegt:colprs \! '
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It is important to keep your colors in this ortier as you use them. If you think you |
may get confused, or if your cat likes to help you make your quilts, you may wantto |
use squares of masking tape to number your fabric strips before you stack them.

- ‘ t
1= T ‘ P T - of bt I bt Tj) ~A—t
et — — I P - _._»[__,{; = —\ ~—-'T-—‘])i l[ T
W

Cowrlght & 2006 Caryl Bryer Fallert / Bryerpatch! Studlo wwwbrverpa‘d'l com | ' Iy i \




Now you are ready for your black fabric.
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Cut an 18" piece from selvedge to selvedge just as you did with the rainbow fabric.
This will be the other side of your tucks.

Once again be sure your fabric is 18" all the way across,
to assure that all your tucks will be the same length.

You will have about 9" left along the bottom edge.
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1

Cut twenty-three 1.5" strips just like the
ones you cut from the rainbow fabric.
1"

—
—
—

1 2 345 6 7 8 9101112131415 16171819 2021 22 23
2” border

2” border

9!!

2” border
2” border

Cut four 2" border strips from the 9" piece left at the bottom.

Copyright @ 2006 Caryl Bryer Fallert [ Bryerpatch Studio * www bryerpatch.com

Cut two 2" border
strips from the
fabric left at the
far end.



Set aside your other fabrics
while you make your tucks.

2 | Pellon quilters
i grid (1”7 squares)
18” x 28”
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Stack your rainbow strips and black strips near your sewing machine.

Be sure to keep your rainbow strips in order.




Set your machinefor a tight stitch length.

grs 1.5mm is ideal
4
3
Memeof™
2 { Y Windows®
| Older style - e Fowerst
_'gg "% machine
———————
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If your machine has a needle-down
/ option, this is a good time to use it.
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Remember to use your walking foot if you have one.




Thread your machine with a good quality,
cotton or polyester, black sewing thread.




Be sure you have a nice sharp new
needle. A bentneedle will notsew
 straight. If your needle is dull or has

~ abur, it will skip stitches. |
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Take strip #1 from your rainbow "gradations"
fabric and pair it with one of your black strips.
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Stitch the two strips together down
the center. This will be exactly 3/4"
from each edge.

erpatch Studie * www bryerpatch com
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If yours doesn't, place a piece of tape 3/4" from the needle on each side.
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