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The easiest way to get good photos of 2-5 ǿƻǊƪ ƛǎ ǘƻ ƘŀƴƎ ƛǘ ǾŜǊǘƛŎŀƭƭȅΦ Lƴ Ƴȅ ǎǘǳŘƛƻ L ƘŀǾŜ ǘǿƻ ǎƘŜŜǘǎ ƻŦ пΩ Ȅ уΩ Ȅ нέ ƛƴǎǳƭŀǘƛon board covered 
with cream colored flannel quilt backing fabric. For smaller work you can use sheets of foamcore board, available at most art supply stores.
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The flannel clings to the fabric 
ƛƴ ǎƳŀƭƭŜǊ ǉǳƛƭǘǎ ŀƴŘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ 
always require pinning. 

I got mine 15 years ago from 
IŀƴŎƻŎƪ ƻŦ tŀŘǳŎŀƘΦ LΩƳ ǎǳǊŜ 
you can find it elsewhere. 

рпέ ǿƛŘŜ ƛǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ǿƛŘŜ ŜƴƻǳƎƘ ǘƻ 
ŎƻǾŜǊ ŀ пΩ ǿƛŘŜ ǇŀƴŜƭ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳ 
need 3 yards to cover the 
length. 

It is wrapped around the panel 
and attached to the back with 
large T pins. 
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This is the setup I use to photograph most my own work. L ƘŀǾŜ ǘǿƻ ƳƻǊŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {ǘȅǊƻŦƻŀƳ ƛƴǎǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ǇŀƴŜƭǎΦ Lƴ ǘƘƛǎ ŎŀǎŜ L ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ŎƻǾŜǊ 
ǘƘŜƳΦ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ŎŀǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ōŀŎƪƎǊƻǳƴŘ ƛǎ ōƭǳŜΣ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ L ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ŎǊƻǇ Ƴȅ ǇƘƻǘƻǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŜŘƎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ōƛƴŘƛƴƎΦ The light stands each contain six 
daylight compact fluorescent bulbs which I bought ten years ago. These days you can also get LED bulbs that fit into standard sockets. I 
ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ ǘǊƛŜŘ ǘƘŜǎŜΦ ²ƘŜƴ ȅƻǳ ōǳȅ ōǳƭōǎΣ ōŜ ǎǳǊŜ ǘƻ ǎǇŜŎƛŦȅ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƘŜƳ ŦƻǊ ǇƘƻǘƻƎǊŀǇƘȅΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ррлл YŜƭǾƛƴ ƻǊ higher.
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Ideally, when 
photographing fiber, 
you want the texture to 
show and at the same 
time have the whole 
piece evenly lighted. 
Note that one light is 
way over to the right 
side, lighting the quilt 
at an angle, to bring 
out the shadows in the 
quilting. The other light 
is pointing straight at 
the left edge of the 
quilt to balance the 
amount of light each 
edge is receiving, while 
preserving the shadows 
and textures.



You can buy two of the bulbs that I use for under $30.00.
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You can buy a budget version of the whole set-up with two bulbs on Amazon for about $80.



¸ƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ōǳȅ ŀ ǎŜǘ ƻŦ ǎƛƳǇƭŜ ŎƭŀƳǇ ƭƛƎƘǘǎ ŦƻǊ ŀǎ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ŀǎ ϷмсΦллΦ ¢ƘŜǎŜ ǿƻƴΩǘ ŘŜŦǳǎŜ ǘƘŜ ƭƛƎƘǘ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ǇǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƻƴŀƭ ŜǉǳƛǇƳent, but they may 
be ok for smaller work. 
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LŦ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ƭƛƎƘǘ ǎǘŀƴŘǎ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ŎƭŀƳǇ ƭƛƎƘǘǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ōŀŎƪ ƻŦ ŀ ŎƘŀƛǊ ƻǊ ŀ ƭŀŘŘŜǊΦ
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²ƘŜƴ LΩƳ ǇƘƻǘƻƎǊŀǇƘƛƴƎ ǎƳŀƭƭŜǊ ǿƻǊƪ ŦƻǊ 
other artists who need a neutral background, I 
sometimes pin a sheet of white foamcore to 
the blue insulation board. 
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When I photograph art 
to wear and 3-D work I 
often hang a large 
curtain of black 
polyester double knit 
in front of the 
Styrofoam panels. 

Copyright © 2023 Caryl Bryer Fallert-DŜƴǘǊȅ ω ǿǿǿΦōǊȅŜǊǇŀǘŎƘΦŎƻƳ

5ƻƴƴŀ [ŀǊƪ ω hǎǇǊŜȅ - Water is Life



If your work is square or rectangular, you will also want your image to be square or rectangular. For publicity and publications, the 
editors are likely to choose a square image over one that is keystoned. Keystoning occurs when the edge of your image is not parallel to 
the edge of the photo frame. 
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KEYSTONED KEYSTONED RECTANGULAR



I use a tripod and try to make 
the quilt as square as possible 
in the frame by positioning 
the lens of the camera 
directly in the center of the 
quilt. 

With some experimenting I 
determined that I get the best 
quality photos of my quilts 
when I set the F stop at 7.1. I 
also find that I get the best 
exposures when I shoot at .3 
or .7 above the auto setting. 
You may need to do a little 
experimenting to find the best 
numbers on your own 
camera.

Do not crop out any of the 
edges of your piece. The 
jurors what to see the whole 
thing. If your piece is framed, 
show the whole frame. 

You will probably need detail 
shots as well, so take a bunch, 
ƛǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ Ŏƻǎǘ ŀƴȅ ŜȄǘǊŀΦ 5ƻ 
take them at the same time 
as the full shot, so the lighting 
is the same.
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¸ƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ƻǿƴ ŀ ŦŀƴŎȅ ŎŀƳŜǊŀ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ƎƻƻŘ ǇƛŎǘǳǊŜǎ ƻŦ ȅƻǳǊ ǿƻǊƪΦ !ƴ 
inexpensive pocket camera or an iPhone will do the job if you pay attention to 
lighting and hold the camera so the work is square in the frame. 

Use a tripod if possible. Some tripods these days have an adapter for holding 
your iPhone.
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You can also get an adapter to fit on a 
regular tripod for under $10.00. 
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You can get one specifically for the phone for under $25.00.
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iPhone 11

Sony ax7Riii

At 300 dpi this image will 
ōŜ млέ Ȅ моΦпέ
More than sufficient for 
any show jurying and for 
most publications. You 
may even need to reduce 
to size for jurying in some 
shows. 

At 300 dpi this image will be 
мтΦтέέ Ȅ нсΦрέ
You will need to reduce the size 
for jurying most shows. This 
exceeds the size limit for most 
emails. 

However, if you want to make a 
poster-size print or blow it up for 
printing on fabric, this is perfect.

Comparing the same image taken with the iPhone 11 and a fancy, high-resolution camera.



Here are the two images side by side as they would appear on the screen for an exhibition jury. As you can see, the phone has rendered 
the colors differently than the camera. You may even prefer the phone image. 
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iPhone 11

The big difference 
can be seen when 
you enlarge the 
same detail in each 
image. 

The iPhone image 
loses detail and 
focus at this level, 
while the camera 
image shows every 
stitch and even the 
threads in the weave 
of the fabric.

Sony RX7



If you decide to use your 
iPhone, there are a couple of 
ways to get the picture from 
your phone to the computer. 
LŦ ƛǘΩǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ƻƴŜ ǇƘƻǘƻΣ ǘƘŜ 
easiest way is to just email it 
to yourself. You can then copy 
the image to a folder or open 
it.
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It will come as an attachment. If 
you click on the down arrow next 
to the attachment, it will give you 
a list of options, including open 
and copy.
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Click on the arrow for 
the options menu.



If you have several images, perhaps a full image and several details, you may want to connect your phone to a USB port on your computer.  
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