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Splash was made for a SAQA juried show called Shifting Tides, 
for quilts about the environment of the Pacific Ocean and open 
to artists from the Pacific states, California, Oregon, 
Washington, British Columbia, Alaska, and Hawaii. The 
traveling schedule took it to the Visions Art Museum in the 
Winter of 2021, and the museum had to close because of the 
Covid-мф tŀƴŘŜƳƛŎΦ ±ƛǎƛƻƴǎ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŜŘ ŀ ǎŜǊƛŜǎ ƻŦ ŀǊǘƛǎǘǎΩ ǘŀƭƪǎ 
on Zoom in February and March, and this is an expanded 
ǾŜǊǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ Ƴȅ ŀǊǘƛǎǘΩǎ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴΦ /ƭƛŎƪ ƻƴ ŀƴȅ ǉǳƛƭǘ ǇƛŎǘǳǊŜ ŦƻǊ 
more information and larger images of that quilt. Use your 
BACK arrow to return to this slide show.
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I spent most of my life in the Midwest, a long way from water, but for the last few years I have lived just south of Port Townsend, WA. 
This is a telephoto shot of the port, taken from our deck.
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²ŜΩǊŜ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŦŀǊ ƴƻǊǘƘŜŀǎǘ ŎƻǊƴŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ hƭȅƳǇƛŎ tŜƴƛƴǎǳƭŀ όǿƘŜǊŜ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ōƛƎ ǎƘƛǇǎ ǘǳǊƴ ǊƛƎƘǘ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ǘƻ {ŜŀǘǘƭŜύΦ
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This is my studio. At one end, I look out into the forest.
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The sculpture was created by the late Stanley Rill, who carved it from the trunk of an atlas cedar tree. 
To see the whole story of the sculpture, CLICK HERE.
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At the other end I look out over Admiralty Inlet and Port Townsend Bay, which are part of Puget Sound.
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This is the view from my sewing machine.
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Unfortunately, Puget Sound is no longer a healthy environment for many of its inhabitants.
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http://www.bryerpatch.com/images/quiltrecords/JPod/JPod.htm


The salmon are endangered because of overfishing and pollutants like plastics, industrial 
and agricultural run-off, and heritage toxins left over from 50 years ago, like PCBs.  
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They also have a hard time reaching their spawning grounds because of a series of dams on the Snake and other rivers.
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Because salmon are the main diet of the resident Orcas, they are starving and they are also absorbing toxins from the salmon they do eat.
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J Pod
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However, rather than focus on the problems in the Pacific, for my Shifting Tides quilt I decided to choose a more positive theme
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In June/July of 2018 we did a four-
day workshop with photographer 

Rolf Hickerat the north end of 
Vancouver Island, BC.

Two months later, the prospectus for 
Shifting Tides came out and I 

decided to celebrate the beauty of 
nature in an unspoiled environment. 
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We spent two twelve-
ƘƻǳǊ Řŀȅǎ ƛƴ wƻƭŦΩǎ ōƻŀǘΣ 
exploring the circled area 
of islands and inlets and 
photographing wildlife.

The red line is the route 
we took to drive there 
from our home in Port 
Townsend, Washington.

Our Route
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LǘΩǎ ǾŜǊȅ ǊŜƳƻǘŜ ŀƴŘ ƘŀǊŘ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ǘƻΦ
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And the waters are still pristine.
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And the animals are healthy.
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On both days on the boat, we found pods of 200-300 Pacific white sided dolphins.
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Rolf drove the boat among them at a steady speed and the dolphins were soon following along behind and jumping through the boŀǘΩs wake.
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They looked like they were having lots of fun.
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Jumping out of the water and then belly-flopping back in.
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I looked at all our dolphin photos and chose this one as my inspiration because I liked the play of light and shadow on the water. 
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When I made my first quilts in the late 1970s and early 1980s, I was frustrated by the limited palette of colors available incommercial fabrics. 
These early quilts were all made from either commercial or recycled fabrics.
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In 1984 I learned how to dye fabric in gradations. 
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A couple of years later, I started using dye to paint multicolored fabrics.
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For 20 years, from 1984 to 2003 almost all my quilts were made entirely from my own hand dyed and hand painted fabrics.

MENU

BACK

NEXT

Copyright © 2021 Caryl Bryer Fallert-Gentry

http://www.bryerpatch.com/gallery/1984quilts.html
http://www.bryerpatch.com/gallery/1985quilts.html
http://www.bryerpatch.com/gallery/1986quilts.html
http://www.bryerpatch.com/gallery/1987quilts.html
http://www.bryerpatch.com/gallery/1988quilts.html
http://www.bryerpatch.com/gallery/1989quilts.htm
http://www.bryerpatch.com/gallery/1990quilts.htm
http://www.bryerpatch.com/gallery/1991quilts.htm
http://www.bryerpatch.com/gallery/1992quilts.htm
http://www.bryerpatch.com/gallery/1993quilts.htm
http://www.bryerpatch.com/gallery/1994quilts.htm
http://www.bryerpatch.com/gallery/1995quilts.htm
http://www.bryerpatch.com/gallery/1996quilts.htm
http://www.bryerpatch.com/gallery/1997quilts.htm
http://www.bryerpatch.com/gallery/1998quilts.htm
http://www.bryerpatch.com/gallery/1999quilts.htm
http://www.bryerpatch.com/gallery/2000quilts.htm
http://www.bryerpatch.com/gallery/2001quilts.htm
http://www.bryerpatch.com/gallery/2002quilts.htm
http://www.bryerpatch.com/gallery/2003quilts.htm


Copyright © 2021 Caryl Bryer Fallert-Gentry

In 2002, I started licensing some of my hand painted designs and gradations to Benartex. 
When my first collection came out, I began selling fabric online. Naturally, I had to show people how to use these fabrics 
so, between 2003 and 2017, I made a series of quilts entirely from my commercial collections, a few of which are below. 
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bŀǘǳǊŀƭƭȅΣ L ƘŀǾŜ ŀƭǎƻ ƳƛȄŜŘ Ƴȅ ƘŀƴŘ ŘȅŜǎ ǿƛǘƘ Ƴȅ ŎƻƳƳŜǊŎƛŀƭ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘƛƻƴǎ ƛƴ Ƴŀƴȅ ƻŦ Ƴȅ ǉǳƛƭǘǎΦ LǘΩǎ ƘŀǊŘ ǘƻ ǘŜƭƭ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ǿƘƛch once the quilt is finished.
The point is that, since the mid-1980s I have only used my own fabric in my quilts. It is either my own, one-off hand dyes or commercial fabric of my 

design, with my name on the selvage. It also includes fabric that I have designed on the computer and printed. 
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Almost from the beginning, I was interested in incorporating photos into my work. This probably dated back to my days as a 
ǇŀƛƴǘŜǊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ мфслΩǎ ŀƴŘ мфтлΩǎΣ ǿƘŜƴ L ƳŀŘŜ ŀ ǎŜǊƛŜǎ ƻŦ ǇŀƛƴǘƛƴƎǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛƴŎƻǊǇƻǊŀǘŜŘ ǇƘƻǘƻǎ ŀƴŘ ǳƴǳǎǳŀƭ ǘŜȄǘǳǊŜǎΦ 

Untitled acrylic painting 
1971

Caryl Bryer
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My first attempt at using photos in my quilts was in 1987 with a photo silkscreen of me, sitting at 
Ƴȅ ǎŜǿƛƴƎ ƳŀŎƘƛƴŜΣ ǉǳƛƭǘƛƴƎΦ L ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ŜƴƧƻȅ ǘƘŜ ǎƛƭƪ-screening process, so I never did it again.
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