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From 1987 ς2005, my husband Bob and I lived in this
1879 farmhouse on the prairies of Northern Illinois.
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This was the field next door. 
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!ŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ŎǊƻǇǎ ǿŜǊŜ ƘŀǊǾŜǎǘŜŘΧ
the only things left standing were 
the skeletons of the button weed 
plant. 
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In the fall of 2001,I brought 
home a branch of seedpods.
and started looking at the pods 
on my flatbed scanner.
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I zoomed in, so I could see it better, and scanned at a very high resolution
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LǘΩǎ ŀƳŀȊƛƴƎ ǿƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ŦƛƴŘ ƛƴ ǎƳŀƭƭ ǘƘƛƴƎ ǿƘŜƴ ȅƻǳ ƭƻƻƪ ŎƭƻǎŜΦ
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There were all kinds of interesting shapes 
and splits in this silly little weed pod.
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I printed one of 
my scans in 
black and white
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I laid it face down on my light box, and used an 
ultra finepoint sharpie marker to outline the shapes.
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I made a second 
drawing that 
simplified the shapes 
and exaggerated 
them.  

I use an ultra fine
point marker so the 
computer will 
recognize the lines 
when I scan the 
drawing. Pencil lines 
are usually too light.
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The lines were printed 
onto clear acetate to 
make a transparency. 

Printable transparency 
film for all different 
kinds of printers can be 
found in most large 
office supply stores.
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The lines are projected onto freezer paper, to 
ƳŀƪŜ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǎƛƎƴ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǉǳƛƭǘΦ LΩƳ ǳǎƛƴƎ ŀƴ 
overhead projector. You could also use a digital 
projector and project directly from your computer. 
While working on the wall, I use only pencil for 
drawing, so the lines can be refined and edited. 
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I dyed some motely murky fabric for the pod.
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Button Weed #1
прέ Ȅ прέ 
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The whole quilt is a 
study in gradations of 
color and value.
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The sky is a gradation of pure turquoise
from very dark to very light. 
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the calyxes at the 
top of the stem, 
are a gradation of 
variegated greens.
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The little bumps at the bottom 
of the seed pod are a gradation
from lime green to rust
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Where the seedpods split, 
LΩǾŜ ǳǎŜŘ ŀ ƎǊŀŘŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ 
light to dark rust.
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The splits are lined with pure 
turquoise, which is the complimentary 
color to rust on the color wheel.
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The hairy yellow templates 
were appliquéd and the rest 
of the quilt was pieced using 
my hybrid applipiecing
ǘŜŎƘƴƛǉǳŜΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ LΩƭƭ ǎƘƻǿ 
you in a moment.
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Button Weed #1
detail
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Button Weed #1
прέ Ȅ прέ 
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The first Button Weed 
quilt was so much fun; I 
decided to make another 
one in August of 2002 
when the button weed 
was in full bloom in the 
corn field next door.
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This time, I scanned a 
bunch of seedpods from 
a lot of different angles.
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Here are seven different scans.
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L Ǉǳǘ ŜŀŎƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƳ ƻƴ Ƴȅ ƭƛƎƘǘ ōƻȄΧ
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ŎƻǾŜǊŜŘ ǘƘŜƳ ǿƛǘƘ Ǉƭŀƛƴ ŎƻǇƛŜǊ ǇŀǇŜǊΧ

Copyright © 2018 Caryl Bryer Fallert-Gentry



traced with an 
ultra-fine 
point marker.
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and ended up with a 
big pile of drawings.
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L ǎŎŀƴƴŜŘ ŜŀŎƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŘǊŀǿƛƴƎǎΧ
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and used a trace 
program to turn 
them into closed 
shapes called 
vectors in computer 
lingo. We can just 
call them virtual 
piecing templates.
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I imported them 
into
Corel Draw!
My computer 
drawing 
ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳΧ
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ŀƴŘ ǇƭŀȅŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜƳ ƻƴ Ƴȅ ŎƻƳǇǳǘŜǊ ǎŎǊŜŜƴΧ
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