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Our trip started in Punta Arenes when a van picked us up at 8am along with two other coup drive to Torres del Pai
and much of it is through grass covered pampas like this.
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The park visitors’ center is housed in the former home of ranchers who deeded their land to the park
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The Explora Lodge is built into a hillside, right at the center of Torres del Paine National Park.
They offer dozens of different excursions each day with all different levels of difficulty.
Warning: there is very little level ground anywhere! We opted for two excursions a day, each
lasting three to five hours. Excursions usually have a maximum of eight people and are led by
well trained (and very fit) young naturalists. They have many applicants for the guide positions
and take only a select few.The naturalists meet with guests in the bar at 7pm each day and
help them schedule their excursions for the following day.




The lodge building is very low-profile and fits into the hillside.The architect’s idea was to make it look a bit like a ship.
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The lodge was surrounded by boardwalks th_atw’éhw the hills, f’,’.qg T 4
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b y
Did we mention, it rains a lot? The excursions go on, rain or shine, snow or wind.
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Don’t go without Gore-Tex.
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On one of our excursions, we took a boat trip to the other end of the lake.This is a view of the lodge from the boat.
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ind if we walked among them.
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Unlike the llamas found further north in the Andes, the guanacos cannot be domesticated.

‘ :
3
L 0

' e
.
‘s
h
(g
1‘ :










Copyright © 2020 Ron Gentry &
Caryl Bryer Fallert-Gentry




& Caryl Bryer FallertzGentr
e y 4



' o SD ’ ;;é'/. R L

ol LAY, TRt P "/’."‘.», f
p OB A e
oh Gentry. &iCaryl Bryer rt-Gentry’ L ST .
2R o i S SRR SR T

PO

d
Ay

Q- { U [ g
AR T




a (ﬂyr%ﬁ’:@ 2020 Ron .\Ggﬁf‘:y &‘Caryl Br;y'

1 ~dr



Pk : i
\.4‘«,!,% *_
o et Sy T

= I”.!_‘\-.-!! I‘,q

AT
2 -._..1‘-‘\\~~ W

. .

Copyright © 2020 Ron Gentry & Caryl Bryer Fallert-Gentry






\ ‘\;1"‘3_',VY'"
o i.:_\'\:‘k {‘%‘\‘.

LY
:

5
L)
4

T \ ONNE ) O . O | i “
RN KA P
o "4.';””"“‘ NS 2

v

|
=
%
|

U AR
1 RV T




Copyright © 2020 Ron Gentry &
Caryl Bryer Fallert-Gentry




W
-

o 5 -~.I‘ i Fab L] w
ATV TR L) LN

3 3 3 | Py
L RS A

LSS YN SO\,

g
y L 3A
. :..‘ 3 .1‘ : \'g
RENN

' '.'..'-.“‘- .fﬂ:l

» » %
G T o
‘*.lh % ‘:'- LRI NN

W

‘ D

) ,st ) o 3 %A ¢ R ? Vath VU W LA '
; TR R ) oAl bk Ui 2R MY
I B TR

4 A N Jﬂ& N i, A

RO T O S A < WG S O T

Copyright © 2020 Ron Gentry &
Caryl Bryer Fallert-Gentry



: -‘K,'(:'A ; i
et adan el
-’:l‘-‘. %:."F* :

¥ A

o S
Q:.'\W;'-f pAYE.

.

BT



-’ \
' .{“IA : t’

o LT O
. ‘A ‘_\ ") ;; "}"‘ < -”‘..,A
? n Vo ! : "!Q,t .‘;"l A *x
3 1 Rt J} J v )

by ) s
1! .,AJ:'., i, \
A
s




NEXT

BACK

MENU







(5 tese e,
s

. 1 & » N . : L TN
2 o ! s~ I : '; I
Copyright ©295Q Rb‘é’ Gentry & égry&%‘_)gﬁ %I[e'r‘&ﬂ

r



ey

L “‘ ‘l L .\
O g W T
- ”~ Ty N -

tgii‘tlx-.""“!;;-}:-’i g
v o :#..-?g W ¥erd
S 1'""‘."?-':.';;:“' e 7

$F
- i y







The big cat in Patagonia is the puma, the same cat that wanders through our neighborhood at Kala Point occasionally.

Our neighbors reported that one killed a deer right at our intersection while we were on this trip.
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The black-necked swan (Cygnus melancoryphus) is the largest waterfowl native to South America.
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hawks while we were out hiking.
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This is the classic view of the Andes in Patago
sculped over eons by the glaciers. The darker roc!
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The blue things are icebergs that have broken off from
the glaciers flowing down the mountains.
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In December of 201 |, a forest fire destroyed
more than 17,606 hectares (43,505 acres) in
Torres del Paine National Park

The native forest that was destroyed
comprised trees that grow very slowly, taking
200 years to reach maturity. They also need
to be protected from the cold and wind
during the winter and dryness during the
summer.

Revitalizing the scorched areas, unfortunately,
is not just a matter of replanting small trees,
but also of providing them with the required
growing conditions. Fire also burns
underground where it damages the soil.
Wildlife living in the park returned to
damaged areas only to find them completely
barren, forcing them move elsewhere in
search of food and shelter.

While we saw some active reforestation
efforts in a few areas, in most areas it’s left up
to mother nature and many of the new (very
small) trees are living in the shadows of their
ancestors’ skeletons.

The dead snags do make for some dramatic
photography.
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Starry- night in Torres

. No air pollutioh here

de1 Paine
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Wow...
you made it all the way to the end with us.
Thanks for joining us.

If you want to see more slide shows of our
adventures, go to Caryl’s NEWVS page

http://www.bryerpatch.com/news/news.htm
If you would like to see more of Ron’s
photography,

go to:

http://www.bryerpatch.com/news/Photos.htm
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