
In December 2022 we flew, via Honolulu, to Sydney, Australia for a cruise to 
Auckland around the southern tip of New Zealand. 

Our ship was the Silver Seas Silver Muse, a mid-size ship accommodating 596 
passengers. 

Click cities on the menu on the right to go directly to a specific destination.

Honolulu, HI (enroute layover)

Here is our suite.



12-15-2022: To avoid a connection through LAX, we opted for 24 hours in Honolulu on the way to Sydney.
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12-15-2022: Honolulu
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12-15-2022: Honolulu: The lobby of our hotel was decorated for the holidays.
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12-15-2022: Honolulu: Sculpture in our hotel lobby



Photo by Ron Gentry  www.bryerpatch.com

12-15-2022: Honolulu: Navy band performing in the Ala Moana Shopping Center.



12/18-20/2022: Sydney, Australia
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12/18-20/2022: Sydney: View from our hotel room at the Four Seasons, overlooking the Circular Quay, Harbor Bridge, and Sydney 
Opera House. The Rocks, Sydney’s historic district, is just across the street. 



12/17-19/2022: Sydney: View from our hotel room at the Four Seasons, overlooking the Circular Quay, Harbor Bridge, and Sydney 
Opera House. The Rocks, Sydney’s historic district, is just across the street. 
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12/17-19/2022: Sydney: The Museum of Modern Art was just a few blocks away and we saw a special exhibition by a Korean artist 
who made monumental sculptures out of paper and mesh cloth. 
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12/17-19/2022: Sydney: Museum of Modern Art: full scale house made of mulberry paper. 
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12/17-19/2022: Sydney: Museum of Modern Art: full scale house made of mulberry paper and charcoal rubbings. 
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12/17-19/2022: Sydney: Museum of Modern Art: full scale house made of mulberry paper and charcoal rubbings.
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12/17-19/2022: Sydney: Museum of Modern Art: full scale rooms made of mesh cloth.
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12/17-19/2022: Sydney: Museum of Modern Art: full scale rooms made of mesh cloth.
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12/17-19/2022: Sydney: Museum of Modern Art: Do Ho Suh exhibit
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12/17-19/2022: Sydney: Museum of Modern Art: Do Ho Suh exhibit
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12/17-19/2022: Sydney: Museum of Modern Art: Do Ho Suh exhibit
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12/17-19/2022: Sydney: Museum of Modern Art: Monumental cloth installation made of recycled clothing. Technically… quilt!!!
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12/17-19/2022: Sydney: Museum of Modern Art: Monumental cloth installation made of recycled clothing. Technically… quilt!!!
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12/17-19/2022: Sydney: Aboriginal musicians along the waterfront at Circular Quay. 
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12/17-19/2022: Sydney: busy passenger ferries in the harbor
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12/17-19/2022: Sydney: Asian dance group in front of the opera house
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12/17-19/2022: Sydney: Caryl on the walk to the opera house before the ballet.
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12/17-19/2022: Sydney: Inside Sydney Opera House. We were lucky to get tickets to a performance of Romeo and Juliet performed 
by the National Ballet of Australia. Here we are waiting for the performance to begin. The Opera House is much bigger than it looks 
in most photographs. There are multiple theatres in the Opera House, and this is not the largest. The Opera House has over 1000 
rooms.
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12/17-19/2022: Sydney: view of the opera house from the botanic garden.
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12/17-19/2022: Sydney: view of the opera house from the botanic garden.



Photos by Ron Gentry & Caryl Fallert-Gentry • www.bryerpatch.com

12/17-19/2022: Sydney: Ron sitting in Mrs. Macquarie's Chair: Sydney botanic garden
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12/17-19/2022: Sydney: Caryl by an aboriginal sculpture in the Sydney botanic garden



Photos by Ron Gentry & Caryl Fallert-Gentry • www.bryerpatch.com

12/20/2022: Sydney: On December 20, we boarded our ship, Silver Muse, in Sydney Harbor and got a different view of the skyline. 
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12/20/2022: Sydney: Climbing the bridge is a popular tourist activity.
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12/20/2022: Sydney: As we sailed out we crossed under the Harbor Bridge. 
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12/20/2022: Sydney: Here we are on deck 11, above the pool, as we pass under the bridge. As you can see, the antennas on the ship 
just barely clear the bottom of the bridge. 
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12/21/2022: Sydney: December 21 was a sea day, so we had a chance to look around the ship. This is just one of several lounges.
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12/21/2022: Silver Muse: This is one of the six restaurants on board. We had breakfast here most days. 
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12/21/2022: Ron getting his 
chocolate fix for the day.
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12/21/2022: Silver Muse:
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12/21/2022: Silver Muse: Observation Lounge at the top front of the ship.
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12/21/2022: Sydney: Our suite was very spacious and well stocked with drinks and treats. 



Photos by Ron Gentry & Caryl Fallert-Gentry • www.bryerpatch.com



Photos by Ron Gentry & Caryl Fallert-Gentry • www.bryerpatch.com



Photos by Ron Gentry & Caryl Fallert-Gentry • www.bryerpatch.com



Photos by Ron Gentry & Caryl Fallert-Gentry • www.bryerpatch.com



Photos by Ron Gentry & Caryl Fallert-Gentry • www.bryerpatch.com

12/21/2022: Sydney: The master bath had double sinks, whirlpool tub, shower, and a roomy walk-in closet. There was also a powder
room just off the entryway.
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12/22/2022: Hobart, Tasmania: taken from the top of Mount Wellington.
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12/22/2022: Hobart, Tasmania: taken from the top of Mount Wellington.
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12/22/2022: Hobart, Tasmania: Botanical Garden
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12/22/2022: Hobart, Tasmania: Botanical Garden
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12/22/2022: Hobart, Tasmania: Botanical Garden
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12/22/2022: Hobart, Tasmania: Botanical Garden
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12/22/2022: Hobart, Tasmania: Botanical Garden
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12/22/2022: Hobart, Tasmania: Botanical Garden
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12/22/2022: Hobart, Tasmania: Botanical Garden
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12/22/2022: Hobart, Tasmania: Botanical Garden
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12/22/2022: Hobart, Tasmania: Botanical Garden
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12/23/2022: Hobart, Tasmania: Ferry 
departure point for the Museum of Old 
& New Art. You know it’s going to be 
unusual before you get on the boat.

Ron said eclectic is not a strong enough 
word to describe it. Buckle your 
seatbelts!!
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12/23/2022: Hobart, Tasmania: Ferry 
departure point for the Museum of Old & New 
Art. You know it’s going to be unusual before 
you get on the boat.
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12/23/2022: Hobart, Tasmania: Ferry departure point for the Museum of Old & New Art. 
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12/23/2022: Hobart, Tasmania: Entry to MONA. You climb 150 stairs and as soon as you are inside you 
take a spiral staircase three stories down into the side of the hill. 
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12/23/2022: Hobart, Tasmania: MONA. First stop is the bar. We’ll just show a few of our photos  and 
take you on a journey through the weird and wonderful. The whole building is carved out of solid rock.
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12/23/2022: Hobart, Tasmania: MONA. 
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12/23/2022: Hobart, Tasmania: MONA. 
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12/23/2022: Hobart, Tasmania: MONA. Images of words formed by falling water drops.
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12/23/2022: Hobart, Tasmania: MONA. Images of words formed by falling water drops.
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12/23/2022: Hobart, Tasmania: MONA. Many of the artworks were erotic or profane, so if you think you may be offended, hit the SKIP button to go on. 

SKIP
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12/23/2022: Hobart, Tasmania: MONA. 
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12/23/2022: Hobart, Tasmania: MONA. 
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12/23/2022: Hobart, Tasmania: MONA. 
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12/23/2022: Hobart, Tasmania: MONA. 
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12/23/2022: Hobart, Tasmania: MONA. 



Photos by Ron Gentry & Caryl Fallert-Gentry • www.bryerpatch.com

12/23/2022: Hobart, Tasmania: MONA. 
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12/23/2022: Hobart, Tasmania: MONA. 
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12/23/2022: Hobart, Tasmania: MONA. 
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12/23/2022: Hobart, Tasmania: MONA. 
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12/23/2022: Hobart, Tasmania: MONA. Many of the spaces were disorienting. This is a view from the top floor. 
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12/23/2022: Hobart, Tasmania: MONA. Many of the spaces were disorienting. This is a view from the top floor. 
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12/23/2022: Hobart, Tasmania: MONA. Many of the spaces were disorienting. 
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12/23/2022: Hobart, Tasmania: MONA. 
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12/23/2022: Hobart, Tasmania: MONA. 
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12/23/2022: Hobart, Tasmania: MONA. 
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12/23/2022: Hobart, Tasmania: MONA. 
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12/23/2022: Hobart, Tasmania: MONA. 
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12/23/2022: Hobart, Tasmania: MONA. 
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12/23/2022: Hobart, Tasmania: MONA. 
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12/23/2022: Hobart, Tasmania: MONA. 

At one point we were directed down a narrow hallway that was completely black. There was a guard at 
the entrance who prohibited anyone from turning on their cell phone flashlights. It probably would have 
been traumatic for anyone with claustrophobia. 

Next slide…
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12/23/2022: Hobart, Tasmania: MONA.  The next room was filled with large plexiglass boxes full of cobwebs. Ron thinks they were manmade. I think they 
were real spider webs. In any case they were very dimly lit and the only other light in the room was the exit sign in one corner.
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12/23/2022: Hobart, Tasmania: MONA. 
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12/23/2022: Hobart, Tasmania: MONA. 
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12/23/2022: Hobart, Tasmania: MONA. 



Photos by Ron Gentry & Caryl Fallert-Gentry • www.bryerpatch.com

12/23/2022: Hobart, Tasmania: MONA. 



Photos by Ron Gentry & Caryl Fallert-Gentry • www.bryerpatch.com

12/23/2022: Hobart, Tasmania: MONA. 
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12/23/2022: Hobart, Tasmania: MONA. 
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12/23/2022: Hobart, Tasmania: MONA. 
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12/23/2022: Hobart, Tasmania: MONA. 
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12/23/2022: Hobart, Tasmania: MONA. An entire library of blank volumes.
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12/23/2022: Hobart, Tasmania: MONA. The sublime was often next to the ridiculous.
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12/23/2022: Hobart, Tasmania: MONA. 
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12/23/2022: Hobart, Tasmania: MONA. 
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12/23/2022: Hobart, Tasmania: MONA. 
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12/23/2022: Hobart, Tasmania: MONA. 
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12/23/2022: Hobart, Tasmania: MONA. 
Here’s the waterdrop, word waterfall again from several floor up. I thought the patterns in the rock wall were very beautiful. 
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12/23/2022: Hobart, Tasmania: MONA. 
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12/23/2022: Hobart, Tasmania: MONA. 
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12/23/2022: Hobart, Tasmania: MONA. 
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12/23/2022: Hobart, Tasmania: MONA. 
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12/23/2022: Hobart, Tasmania: MONA. The fat Porsche.
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12/23/2022: Hobart, Tasmania: MONA. The fat Porsche.
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12/23/2022: Hobart, Tasmania: MONA. 
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12/23/2022: Hobart, Tasmania: MONA. 
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12/23/2022: Hobart, Tasmania: Outside MONA. 
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12/23/2022: Hobart, Tasmania: Outside MONA. 
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12/23/2022: Hobart, Tasmania: Outside MONA. 
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12/23/2022: Hobart, Tasmania: Outside MONA. 
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12/23/2022: Hobart, Tasmania: Outside MONA. 
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12/23/2022: Hobart, Tasmania: The ride from MONA back to the Hobart marina. 
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12/23/2022: Hobart, Tasmania: Hobart waterfront seafood restaurants.
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12/23/2022: Hobart, Tasmania: Hobart old waterfront with converted warehouses.
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12/23/2022: Hobart, Tasmania: Hobart waterfront shop entrance.
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12/23/2022: Hobart, Tasmania: Hobart waterfront: The name of the bar refers to the founding of the town by prisoners.
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12/23/2022: Hobart, Tasmania: Hobart waterfront memorial to the women prisoners and children sentenced to transportation from England in 1845. 
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12/26/2022: Our first view of New Zealand was on the west coast of the south island, exploring Milford Sound and Doubtful Sound.
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12/26/2022: Milford Sound and Doubtful Sound.  This is fjord country, similar to Norway and the west coast of Vancouver Island, BC.
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12/26/2022: Milford Sound and Doubtful Sound.  We were lucky to be here on a clear day. It gets about 22.4 feet of rain per year.
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12/26/2022: Milford Sound and Doubtful Sound.  
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12/26/2022: Milford Sound and Doubtful Sound.  This is fjord country, similar to Norway and the west coast of Vancouver Island, BC.
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12/26/2022: Milford Sound and Doubtful Sound.  
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12/26/2022: Milford Sound and Doubtful Sound.  
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12/26/2022: Milford Sound and Doubtful Sound.  This is Ron, playing with one of his photo-editing filters.
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12/26/2022: Milford Sound and Doubtful Sound.  
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12/26/2022: Milford Sound and Doubtful Sound.  
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12/26/2022: Milford Sound and Doubtful Sound.  
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12/26/2022: Milford Sound and Doubtful Sound.  
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12/28/2022: Dunedin, New Zealand. Orokonui Ecosanctuary.
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12/28/2022: Dunedin, New Zealand. Orokonui Ecosanctuary. This fence surrounds the whole wildlife sanctuary in an effort to eliminate all non-native 
species.
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12/28/2022: Dunedin, New Zealand. Orokonui Ecosanctuary. 
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12/28/2022: Dunedin, New Zealand. Orokonui Ecosanctuary. This bird is a Tui.
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12/28/2022: Dunedin, New Zealand. Orokonui Ecosanctuary. This bird is a Tui.
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12/28/2022: Dunedin, New Zealand. Orokonui Ecosanctuary. This bird is a Tui.
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12/28/2022: Dunedin, New Zealand. Orokonui Ecosanctuary. This bird is a Tui.
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12/28/2022: Dunedin, New Zealand. Orokonui Ecosanctuary. 
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12/28/2022: Dunedin, New Zealand. Orokonui Ecosanctuary. 



Photos by Ron Gentry & Caryl Fallert-Gentry • www.bryerpatch.com

12/28/2022: Dunedin, New Zealand. Orokonui Ecosanctuary. This is a Takahe. It is flightless and said to be delicious. 
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12/28/2022: Dunedin, New Zealand. Orokonui Ecosanctuary. This is a Takahe adult and a young chick that is almost as large as the adult.
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12/28/2022: Dunedin, New Zealand. Orokonui Ecosanctuary. Native flora used in woven mats and bags.
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12/28/2022: Dunedin, New Zealand. Orokonui Ecosanctuary. Native flora.
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12/28/2022: Dunedin, New Zealand. Orokonui Ecosanctuary. 
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12/28/2022: Dunedin, New Zealand. Orokonui Ecosanctuary. Kaka.
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12/28/2022: Dunedin, New Zealand. Orokonui Ecosanctuary. Kaka.
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12/28/2022: Dunedin, New Zealand. Returning to Dunedin from Orokonui Ecosanctuary.
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12/28/2022: Dunedin, New Zealand. View from the ship in Dunedin harbor.



Photos by Ron Gentry & Caryl Fallert-Gentry • www.bryerpatch.com

12/28/2022: Dunedin, New Zealand. View from the ship on the way out of Dunedin harbor. This is the tug that pulled us out from the dock.
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12/28/2022: Dunedin, New Zealand. View from the ship on the way out of Dunedin harbor.
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12/28/2022: Dunedin, New Zealand. Leaving Dunedin panorama.
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12/28/2022: Dunedin, New Zealand. View from the ship on the way out of Dunedin harbor.
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12/28/2022: Dunedin, New Zealand. View from the ship on the way out of Dunedin harbor.
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12/29/2022: Lyttleton, New Zealand. Yacht harbor in Lyttleton. Here we hired a private guide to take us to Akaroa and Christchurch for the day.
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12/29/2022: Lyttleton, New Zealand. On the way to Akaroa.
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12/29/2022: Lyttleton, New Zealand. On the way to Akaroa.
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12/29/2022: Lyttleton, New Zealand. On the way to Akaroa. Hotel made of corrugated steel silos.
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12/29/2022: Lyttleton, New Zealand. On the way to Akaroa. 
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12/29/2022: Lyttleton, New Zealand. On the way to Akaroa.
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12/29/2022: Lyttleton, New Zealand. Coming down the high road to Akaroa, which you can see on the shore below.
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12/29/2022: Lyttleton, New Zealand. Scenery leaving Lyttleton. 
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12/29/2022: Lyttleton, New Zealand. Scenery leaving Lyttleton. 
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12/29/2022: Lyttleton, New Zealand. Akaroa harbor. Akaroa is a small, scenic, tourist town. 
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12/29/2022: Lyttleton, New Zealand. Akaroa harbor. Akaroa is a small, scenic, tourist town. 
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12/29/2022: Lyttleton, New Zealand. Akaroa harbor. Akaroa is a small, scenic, tourist town. 
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12/29/2022: Christchurch, New Zealand. Historic street in Christchurch full of shops and restaurants.
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12/29/2022: Christchurch, New Zealand. Historic street in Christchurch full of shops and restaurants.
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12/29/2022: Christchurch, New Zealand. Ron & Caryl make a new friend.
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12/29/2022: Christchurch, New Zealand. Historic street in Christchurch full of shops and restaurants.
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12/29/2022: Christchurch, New Zealand. Tram in Christchurch. 
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12/30/2022: Wellington, New Zealand. We visited the aptly named Storm Coast and a sheep farm near Wellington. We commented that it was very windy. 
They said, no, this is not windy. If it were windy you couldn’t stand up.
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12/30/2022: Wellington, New Zealand. Storm Coast.
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12/30/2022: Wellington, New Zealand. Storm Coast. Upper and lower lighthouses are for different weather conditions. 
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12/30/2022: Wellington, New Zealand. Sheep farm. 
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12/30/2022: Wellington, New Zealand. Sheep farm. The road up to the sheep farm was pretty bad.
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12/30/2022: Wellington, New Zealand. Storm 
Coast. 

The sheep farm served us mid-morning tea. 
My favorite food from my first visit to New 
Zealand in 1988 was the greasy meat pies 
served at all the roadside eateries. There were 
no greasy meat pies on the ship. Caryl is 
thrilled to finally get this authentic taste of 
New Zealand.
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12/30/2022: Wellington, New Zealand. The farmer gives us a talk about the economics of sheep. These days it’s a very technical business, though it still 
requires well trained dogs. These dogs don’t look like the classic sheep dogs, but are raised for their talent and brains rather than their looks.
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12/30/2022: Wellington, New Zealand. The 
farmer explains how the sheep are sheared. The 
sheep are very docile once they are caught. 
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12/30/2022: Wellington, New Zealand. The dog shows off his skills. 
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12/30/2022: Wellington, New Zealand. Sheep.
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12/30/2022: Wellington, New Zealand. The Storm Coast road. 
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12/30/2022: Wellington, New Zealand. The Storm Coast road. SS Paiaka
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12/30/2022: Wellington, New Zealand. The Storm Coast road. Wreck of the SS Paiaka. We loved all the patterns in the rusty hull and took lots of photos.
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12/30/2022: Wellington, New Zealand. The Storm Coast road. Wreck of the SS Paiaka. We loved all the patterns in the rusty hull and took lots of photos.



Photos by Ron Gentry & Caryl Fallert-Gentry • www.bryerpatch.com

12/30/2022: Wellington, New Zealand. The Storm Coast road. Wreck of the SS Paiaka. We loved all the patterns in the rusty hull and took lots of photos.
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12/30/2022: Wellington, New Zealand. The Storm Coast road. Fault line where the Australian and Pacific tectonic plates meet. 
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12/30/2022: Wellington, New Zealand. Ron, trying to stand up while photographing along the Storm Coast road. 
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12/30/2022: Wellington, New Zealand. The Storm Coast road. Interisland Ferry.
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12/30/2022: Wellington, New Zealand. The Storm Coast road. 
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12/30/2022: Wellington, New Zealand. The Storm Coast road. Snorkeler on a cold day.
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12/30/2022: Wellington, New Zealand. The Storm Coast road. 
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12/30/2022: Wellington, New Zealand. The Storm Coast road. Beach sheep.



Photos by Ron Gentry & Caryl Fallert-Gentry • www.bryerpatch.com

12/31/2022: Picton, New Zealand. We were supposed to dock at Picton for the day, but the wind and seas were so high they closed the port.  We missed 
our planned tour to a Māori village and just spent an extra day at sea.
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12/31/2022: New Year’s Eve party on the pool deck. It was so rough the water was sloshing out of the pool, so they drained it that night. 
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12/31/2022: New Year’s Eve party on the pool deck. It was so rough the water was sloshing out of the pool, so they drained it that night. 
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12/31/2022: New Year’s Eve: Ron and Caryl join the festivities.
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January 2, 2023: Gisborne, New Zealand: Harbor. We anchored here and had to take the lifeboat/tender to get to shore.   
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January 2, 2023: Gisborne, New Zealand: Harbor. 
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January 2, 2023: Gisborne, New Zealand: Harbor. 
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January 2, 2023: Gisborne, New Zealand: National Arboretum of NZ
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January 2, 2023: Gisborne, New Zealand: National Arboretum of NZ
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January 2, 2023: Gisborne, New Zealand: National 
Arboretum of NZ: This is a giant sequoia, which grows much 
faster in New Zealand than in its native California. This tree is 
said to be 100 years old, while a tree this size in California 
might be 1000 years old. 

In New Zealand, the annual growth rings are much wider, so 
the diameter of the tree is much larger relative to its height 
than it would be in California. 
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January 3, 2023: Tauranga, NZ: In Tauranga, we took a harbor tour. 
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January 3, 2023: Tauranga, NZ: In every New Zealand harbor we visited there were vast piles of logs. Most of them are exported to China. This huge 
container ship was obviously designed especially for transporting logs. Radiata pines grow very fast in New Zealand and are raised like crops on tree 
plantations.
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January 3, 2023: Tauranga, NZ: In Tauranga, we took a harbor tour. 
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January 3, 2023: Tauranga, NZ: Harbor tour
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January 3, 2023: Tauranga, NZ: Harbor tour
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January 4-5, 2023: Auckland, NZ: This was the view from our hotel room, and it was like this the whole time we were there. Most of the restaurants near 
the hotel were closed, so we didn’t go anywhere. Apparently, it kept this up after we left, because, by the end of January, the whole city was flooded, 
including the airport, which had to close.
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January 5, 2023: Our flight home was on New Zealand Airlines. The 787 had isolated, diagonal pods, making it almost impossible to see each other or see 
out the window, not that there would actually have been anything to see between Auckland and San Francisco. The flight attendants distributed mattress 
pads after dinner and made the seats into beds overnight.



Thanks for joining us on our 
holiday adventure. 

To see some of our other 
adventures, visit the NEWS
page on our website: 
www.bryerpatch.com

https://bryerpatch.com/news/news.htm
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